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"SAZ" STYLE IN THE OTTOMAN MINIATURE. 

ORIGIN, ETYMOLOGY, CANON. 

The article gives an overview of the origin, etymology and artistic canon of the famous 
Saz style in Ottoman miniature, porcelain and textiles in the 16th century. The creator of this 
style is Tabriz artist Shah Kuli Tabrizi, who was brought to Istanbul by the Ottoman Sultan 
Selim as a war trophy after the Chaldyran battle with Shah Ismail Safavi in 1514. 

Appointed as the head of the palace studio of artists (naggash-khane) Shah Kuli develops 
a new style, characterized by dynamic images of dragons, reunited with fantastic plants and 
leaves with serrated edges. The term "Saz" in the ancient Turkic dialect means "enchanted 
forest." 

The “Saz” style is a mystical visualization of Sufi practice. The vital energy of dragons 
actualizes the energy of the development of a natural principle. The pantheistic symbolism of the 
images of the “Saz” style was the component that participated in the mystical revival (rebirth) of 
the author of the drawing. 

“SAZ” USLUBU. 

M0N§0, ETIMOLOGiYA, B0Dii KANON 

“Saz” iislubu Osmanli Tiirkiyasinda, XVI a. ortalarmda gigskbnir. Uslubun 
digar adi “Xatayi”dir. “Saz” iislubunim yaradicisi §ahqulu Tabrizi olmu^dur. §ah 
Qulu Safaviyyada Tabriz miniatiir maktabinin ustadi - Aga Mirakin talabasi 
olmu§dur. 

1514-ci il £aldiran doyit§undan sonra Osmanli Yavuz Sultan Salim §ah 
Qulunu Tabrizdan avvalca Amasya saharina, sonra isa - Istanbula gatirir va saray 
naqqa§-xanasinda rassamlarm ba§ 9 isi (“naqqa§-ba§i” ) tayin edir. 

Sultan Salim Tabrizi aldiqda, qanimat kimi, sanatkarlarla barabar ktilli 
miqdarda £in sanatkarligi niimunalarini da (tdni qablar, badii parca) Istanbula 
gatirir. Sarayda “ 9 m iislubu” daba dii§iir. “Saz” iislubunun digar admin “Xatayi” 
adlanmasi da mahz bu amilla alaqadardir. Xatay sozii bu dovrda £inin digar adi 
kimi tanmirdi (Xatay-Xetay-Kitay). £inin §imali-qarbinda yerla§an §arqi 
Tiirkiistanm(Uyqur) iri sanatkarliq markazinin mahz Xatay ayalatinda yerla§masi 
“Xatayi iislubu” terminin yaranmasma sabab olur. Bu iislub Safavilar vasitasila 
Osmanlilara ke 9 dikda, “Xatayi” termini avvallar “Saz” termini ila birlikda 
i§ladilir, bir qadar sonra isa - onu avaz edir. 




“Saz” sozii Osmanli lshcssinin sski soziidiir vs “sehrli me§a” anlamim 
ifads edir. Bu ad “Saz” iislubu ibiin ssciyysvi olan “qarmaqli” iri yarpaqlarm , 
fantastik sjdahalarm, qu§lann tssvirindsn yaramr. Bu iislubun yaranmasi Osmanli 
saraylarinda (xiisiisils - Sultan Suleyman Qanuni dovriinds) “Vzhdatiil-viicud”, 
mistik Tsssvviif(sufi) tslimlsrinin dsbs dii§mssi dovriins tssadiif edir. “Saz” 
iislubundaki sjdahalar vs fantastik, qarmaqli yarpaqlar tsssvvlif 
kosmoqoniyasinm rsmzlsri kimi istifads olunurlar. 

Od(isti) vs su vshdstini ifads edsn “ambivalent” sjdahalar canli 
tsbist(qarmaqli yarpaqlar) qoruyuculari kimi ilkin “xaos”u(sehrli mess) ozlsrinin 
enerjisi vasitssils nizamlayaraq, canli vshdst yaradirlar. Tsbistin ilkin hsyat 
enerjisini ifads edsn sjdahalar hsrskstverici ba§lanqic kimi tsbisti canlandinrlar. 

“Saz” iislublu tssvirlsrds “Hsyat enerjisi” fiqurativ tssvirlsrin hissssi 
olmayan, lakin onlari mii§ayist edsn qara rsngli, sivri, incs syri xstlsrls 
vurgulanaraq, yaram§ vs inki^af dinamikasi obrazim vizualla§dirirlar. 

Mslum oldugu kimi, “Saz” iislubu sakral xsttatliqla slaqsli sufi tsriqstinds 
meydana gslmi§dir. Bu “ dogmaliq” vs vshdst hsmin qara rsngli, sivri, syri xstli 
qabariq cizgilsrin srsb qrafikah hsrflsrini “imitasiya edsrsk”, vizual obraza 
qovu^masim, 9 evrilmssini, onda “srimssini” ifads edir. 

“Saz” iislubu yarandigi vaxt ssassn kitab qrafikasinda, albomlarda(miirsqqs) 
inki§af edir, 16-ci ssrin ikinci yansindan dekorativ ssnstds ds genis viisst alir. 

Yavuz Sslimin oglu - Suleyman Qanuni dovriinds “Saz” iislubu daha 90X 
9 ini(farfor) qablarm dekorunda vs tekstilds istifads olunur. Ms§hur iznik 9 inisi vs 
Osmanli toxunma par 9 alarmda bu iislub davam etdir. 

Tsxminsn 1556-ci ilds §ah Qulu Tsbrizi vsfat edir vs bu iislubu onun 
tslsbssi Kara Memi davam etdirir(Kara Mehmed Qelebi, Mehmed-i Siyah). Kara 
Memi “Saz” iislubunu nsbati realizmin qabardilmasi ils transformasiya edir. 
Ojdaha motivlsri aradan goturiilsrsk, qarmaqli yarpaq vs 9 i 9 sk motivlsri ils svsz 
olunurlar. Bununla da, qsnimst kimi Ssfsviyysdsn-Osmanliya apanlmis §ah Qulu 
Tsbrizinin yaratdigi “Saz” iislubu” tarixs 9 evrilir. 
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Dragon wrapped around featherlike saz leaves, Ottoman period 

























“Saz” Style. Ottoman Album 



Dragons. “Saz” style. Ottoman Album 





























Shah Quli (Turkish, born Tabriz, Iran, active ca. mid-16th century). Album 1540-50. Turkey 































































Two dragons entwined on a spray of stylised foliage. 1575. Ottoman. Turkey. 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art 





























As the dragon emerges from the natural landscape. Ottoman Album. 




































Falcons, Dragons And Other Creatures. Ottoman Album, 












































Lion Attacking an Antelope. The Metropolitan museum. Panel. 

































Kara Memi “Divan-i Muhibbi”. Two pages. Ottoman age 



Iznik. Ottoman Empire. Circa 1600 

































Iznik Potterys. “Saz” Style. (16th Century). Ottoman. 










